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Preface

The information in this book is compiled from publicly available sources, and is 
designed to provide timely, salient information on the composition of the various 
oils of nature available to formulators of personal care products. Within the scope 
of oils, we include oils, waxes and certain esters. Information on chemical data, 
source data, carbon distribution data and availability has been provided. However, 
the list is by no means exhaustive or all-inclusive; it is intended to be illustrative 
of the type of materials available. The use of oils in cosmetic products in Japan is 
subject to special regulations. We have included the status in Japan for each oil 
when available. We have also included geographic information for each oil that has 
an established geographic area.

The work is organized around two important functional properties: carbon 
number and unsaturation levels. The first is an indication of the average number of 
carbon atoms in the oil; the second is the amount of multiple bonds present. Taken 
together, these two give what we believe are the most important factors in selecting 
the proper raw material.

It is important to consider not only the oil described, but also its impact upon 
the performance of surfactants and other derivatives. For more information on 
surfactants, please refer to Surfactants: Strategic Personal Care Ingredients, written 
by A.J. O’Lenick and published in 2005 by Allured Publishing, www.allured.com.

Front Matter.fcx.indd   9 9/11/07   1:44:35 PM




